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Welcome  to  the 

Western  Addition  of 
San  Francisco 


The  Western  Addition  neighborhood  of  San  Francisco  has 
been  home  to: 

•  Some  of  the  world's  most  famous  musical  and  entertain- 
ment innovators. 

•  Key  architects  of  human  rights  on  the  local,  national  and 
international  levels. 

•  Innovators  of  faith-based  social  services  and  affordable 
housing. 

•  Literary  and  social  commentators  who  made  a  change  in 
American  society. 

•  And  little-known  heroes  who  refused  to  accept  limits  on 
their  aspirations. 

The  community  transformed  several  times  during  the  past 
100  years,  beginning  as  a  rural  adjunct  to  the  populated 
part  of  San  Francisco.  After  the  1906  earthquake,  Fillmore 
Street  became  the  central  business  district  of  San  Francisco 
as  it  was  the  nearest  place  that  had  escaped  devastation. 
Lighted  arches  drew  customers  to  its  businesses  until  1943 
when  the  lights  were  dimmed  and  the  arches  sold  for  scrap 
metal  as  part  of  the  World  War  11  effort. 
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n  194t\  a  redevelopment  plan  was  adopted  for  the  area. 

Many  of  the  honorees  in  this  booklet  were  involved  in 
various  facets  of  the  implementation  of  that  plan. 


Procedures  developed  for  relocation,  non-discrimination 
in  housing  and  community  involvement  became  national 
models  and  established  redevelopment  policies. 

Some  of  those  honored  for  their  community  involvement 
went  on  to  national  and  international  success. 

The  Gene  E.  Suttle,  Jr.  Plaza  was  dedicated  by  the  Rede- 
velopment Agency  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  to  preserve  the  heritage  of  this  dynamic 
neighborhood  as  part  of  a  comprehensive  program  of 
street  improvements  along  Fillmore  Street,  completed 
in  spring  2003. 

In  this  booklet,  the  San  Francisco  African  American 
Historical  ck  Cultural  Society  in  association  with  the 
Holocaust  Center  Oi  Northern  California  and  the 
National  Japanese  American  Historical  Society, 
present  short  profiles  of  61  individuals  and  one 
organization  that  have  made  significant  contributions 
to  the  growth  and  development  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco  and  its  Western  Addition. 

These  profiles  are  organized  into  eight  cat«  gories 

act. Hiding  to  the  nature  of  their  contributions. 

The  Gene  E.  Suttle,  Jr.  Plaza  is  located  at  the  intersection 
of  O'Farrell  and  Fillmore  Streets. 


A  FILLMORE  DIALOGUE 


Fillmore  in  the  1 920s 


by  Jerry  Flamm 

Like  New  York  City,  San  Francisco  had  a  lively  Jewish 
section  in  the  Twenties  and  Thirties.  It  flourished 
as  a  part  of  the  Fillmore  District  for  about  forty 
years.   Before  the  Jewish  families  living  there  moved  out 
to  more  fashionable  residential  areas  of  the  city  or  to  the 
suburbs,  shoppers  poured  into  the  busy  food  stores  and 
markets   on  Fillmore  and  McAllister  Streets  on  Saturday 
nights   and  Sundays.  There,  they  bought  kosher  meats  and 
chickens  at  the  butcher  and  poultry  counters.  On  Saturday 
nights  stores  opened  after  sundown,  when  the  twenty-four 
hour  Jewish  sabbath  ended  and  stayed  open  until  eleven 
o'clock. 


This  heavy  concentration  of  Jewish  families  and  businesses 
began  to  appear  immediately  after  the  1906  earthquake 
and  fire  razed  much  of  the  South  of  Market  area.  Many  of 
the  Jews  who  had  come  to  San  Francisco  before  the  turn 
of  the  century  had  settled  in  the  houses  that  lined  Minna, 
Natoma,  Clementina  and  other  narrow  streets  "south  of 
the  slot."  When  their  homes  were  demolished,  they  moved 
up  to  McAllister  and  the  Fillmore  District. 


A  FILLMORE  DIALOGUE 


For  a  short  boom  period  after  the  1906  catastrophe  all  but 
leveled  Market  Street  and  the  main  downtown  business 
core,  Fillmore  Street  served  as  San  Francisco's  main  busi- 
ness artery.   However,  hy  1912  the  large  merchandising 
stores  had  returned  to  downtown  locations,  abandoning 
temporary  sites  on  Fillmore  as  well  as  on  Van  Ness  Avenue 
and  Mission  Street,  also  untouched  hy  the  tire. 

Though  the  Fillmore  was  dominated  to  a  larye  degree  hy 
the  Jewish  merchants  and  stores  on  McAllister  Street  and 
up  Fillmore  to  Sutter,  the  district  had  a  varied  ethnic  and 
cultural  mix.  The  City's  Japanese  community  was  concen- 
trated in  a  few  blocks  on  Post  and  Sutter  Streets,  east 
of  Fillmore. 

A  substantial  number  of  the  City's  Black  families  were 
clustered  around  Ellis  and  Scott  Streets.  Italian,  French, 
Irish  and  Russian  and  other  nationalities  were  also  well 
represented. 

In  the  1920s,  sweeping  metal  arches  studded  with 
white  electric  light  hulhs  reached  up  from  the  four 
corners   of  each  intersection  on  Fillmore  between 
Fulton  and  Sacramento  Streets.  The  arches  curved  high 
over  each  of  the  fourteen  intersections  like  the  illumi- 
nated ribs  of  a  huge  umbrella.  From  the  elevated  center 
points  where  the  four  branches  met,  large  and   ornate 
globes  of  ornate  glass  hung  down  on  chains,  and  smaller 
globes  of  light  sat  on  top. 

The  arches  had  been  erected  in  1907,  shortly  after  the 
fire  by  the  newly  organized  Fillmore  Street  Improvement 
Association.   This  merchants  group  was  praised  for 
"making  Fillmore  the  most  brilliantly  illuminated  street 
in  America"  and  "adding  glamour  and  distinction" 
to  its  business  district.   The  original  cost  of  the  .irches 
was  paid  by  an  extra  three-dollars-per  foot  assessment  on 
property  along  Fillmore  Street.  By  1913,  the  Association 
had  225  members  and  proudly  boasted  that  the  electric 
arches  had  cost  more  than  $18,000  to  build  and  $2,000 
a  year  to  maintain.  The  arches  remained  in  working  order 
until  1943  when,  under  World  War  II  restrictions,  their 
lights  were  extinguished  and  they  were  torn  down  to 
provide  scrap  metal  tor  war  industry  use. 


A  FILLMORE  DIALOGUE 


The  Revival  of 
Japantown 


The  Nihonmachi  (Japantown)  lies  immediately 
north  of  the  Japan  Center  and  extends  the 
Center's  commercial  market  place  into  the 
tour-block  residential  area  hounded  by  Post,  Sutter, 
Webster  and  Laguna  Streets. 

Nihonmachi's  central  feature  is  the  Buchanan  Mall,  a 
block-long  pedestrian  plaza  on  Buchanan  Street,  which 
is  closed  to  traffic  between  Post  and  Sutter  Streets. 
The  mall  leads  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  Japan 
Center  and  Peace  Plaza  and  is  often  the  stage  for 
Japantown's  festivals.  With  its  cobbled  walkway, 
flowering  plum  and  cherry  trees  and  origami  fountains 
designed  by  artist  Ruth  Azawa,  the  mall  resembles  a 
Japanese  mountain  village.  The  Nihonmachi  rede- 
velopment plan  was  prepared  by  architects  selected 
by  the  Nihonmachi  Community  Development 
Corporation  (NCDC).  Through  the  corporation, 
Nihonmachi  was  rebuilt  by  and  for  the  people  who 
were  residents,  merchants  and  owners  of  property  in 
the  area  before  its  redevelopment. 

Approximately  248  new  residential  units  have  been 
constructed  in  the  Nihonmachi  and  some  of  the 
older  residences  have  been  rehabilitated  with  their 
exteriors  restored  to  their  unique  original  appearance. 


HONORING  GENE  SUTTLE 


Suttle  Left  A 

Lasting  Imprint  On 

San  Francisco 


Qene  E.  Suttle,  Jr. 


In  1966  Gene  E.  Suttle,  Jr.  joined  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency  as  community  relations 
advisor  for  the  Western  Addition  A-2  Project  Area. 
He  became  Area  Director  in  1974  and  held  that 
position  13  years. 

Milestones  during  his  tenure  included: 

•  Construction  and  rehabilitation  of  more  than 
~10,000  units  of  housing  for  low-to-moderate  in- 
come, market  rate  and  senior  citizen  households. 

•  Preservation  and  relocation  of  27  Victorian 
buildings  to  appropriate  historically  significant 
locations. 

•  Revitalization  of  the  Fillmore  and  Nihonmachi 
shopping  districts. 

In  1987,  Suttle  was  named  Deputy  Executive  Direc- 
tor for  community  services  and  administration  and 
two  years  later  Senior  Deputy  Executive  Director. 
Suttle  died  September  18,  1995. 
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THE  CREATORS 

Mel  Blanc 

1908-  1989 


8 


Voice  Actor 


Milestones 

Employment:  Created 
the  voices  for  850  cartoon 
characters  for  Warner 
Bros,  including  Bugs 
Bunny,  Porky  Pig,  Sylvester, 
Tweety,  Speedy  Gonzalez, 
Road  Runner  and 
Yosemite  Sam. 


Contributions 

The  world's  most  famous 
cartoon  voice  was  born  in 
the  Western  Addition 
where  his  father  operated 
a  ladies  millinery  shop. 

Wrote  autobiography: 
That's  Not  All  Folks: 
My  Life  in  the  Qolden  Age 
of  Cartoons  and  Radio 


Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 

Spouse:  Estelle  Rosenbaum 
Children:  Noel 


Reflections 

Hired  in  1928  as  a  musician  for  the  NBC  Radio  Orchestra  in 
San  Francisco.  He  played  the  bass,  violin  and  sousaphone. 

Hired  at  Warner  Bros,  in  1937,  alter  being  rejected  over  and 
over  by  the  personnel  manager.  "Finally  the  guy  died.  The 
man  who  took  his  place  decided  to  give  me  a  chance." 

Mel  Blanc,  1980 

Blanc  was  also  the  sidekick  on  the  popular  Jack  Benny  Show  on 
radio  and  TV,  playing  Benny's  violin  teacher,  Professor  LeBlanc. 
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Ernest  Gaines 
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Contributions 

Wrote  The  Autobiography 
of  Miss  Jane  Pittman, 

while  living  in  the 
Western  Addition. 
Also  wrote: 

Catherine  Carmier  (1964) 

Of  Love  and  Dust  (1965} 

Bloodline  (1968) 

A  Long  Day  in  November 

(I971) 

In  M\  Fathers  House  (1978) 

A  Qathering  of  Old  Men 

(1985) 

A  Lesson  Before  Dying, 

(1993) 


Personal 


Author 

Milestones 

Education:  San  Francisco 
State  University 

Stanford  University 

Employment:  Writer-in- 
residence,  South  Western 
Louisiana  University. 

Honors:  Wallace  Sterner 
Creative  Writing  Award,  1958. 

Joseph  Henry  Jackson  Literary 
Award,  1959. 

National  Endowment  tor  the 
Arts  Award,  1967. 

Rockefeller  Grant  in  Aid,  1970. 

MacArthur  Foundation 
Award,  1993. 

National  Book  Critics 
Circle  Award. 

Reflections 

Newsweek  compared  Autobiography  of  Miss  Jane  Pittman 
to  The  Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn  by  Mark  Twain. 

"Black  writers  have  to  do  more  than  work  out  their  anger  on 
paper.  I'm  trying  to  show  the  strength  in  Black  people.  I  like 
ptide  in  people." 


Born:  River  Lake  Plantation  in 
Pointe  Coupee,  LA 

Spouse:  Dianne  Saulny,  Eso, 


THE  CREATORS 


Jerry  Flamm 


1921 


10 


Contributions 

This  Western  Addition  native 

wrote  two  books  on  the 

history  of  San  Francisco. 

Good  Life  in  Hard  Times 

(1978) 

Hometown  San  Francisco 

(1994) 


Authc 


Milestones 

Education:  Lowell  High  School 

San  Francisco  Junior  College 

University  of  California, 
Berkeley,  B.A.. 

Employment:  Reporter  for  the 
United  Press  and  New  York 
Herald  Tribune  in  Mexico  City. 

Editor,  Northern  California 
Teamster. 

Journalist  for  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  and  Call  Bulletin. 

Press  secretary  to  Mayor 
Joseph  Alioto. 

San  Francisco  Redevelopment 
Agency,  1968  -  1980 

Honors:  Bennett  Prize  in 
Political  Science. 


Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 

Spouse:  Esther, 
Barbara 

Children:  Daniel,  David, 
Kenneth, 


Reflections 

"Fillmore  was  about  as  close  to  the  East  Side  of  New  York  as 
San  Francisco  ever  had.  It  had  a  highly  Jewish  flavor.  After  the 
fire  and  earthquake  almost  leveled  Market  Street  and  burned 
out  the  area  South  of  Market,  the  Jewish  families  moved  up  to 
McAllister  in  the  Fillmore." 

Jerry  Flamm 
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Thomas  C.  Fleming 


907 


Co-Founder,  The  Reporter 
an  African  American  Newspaper 


Contributions 

One  of  America's  oldest 
working  journalists  who  has 
been  providing  perspectives 
for  more  than  50  years  to  the 

area's  history. 

Author,  In  the  Black  World 

Co-author,  Black  Life  in  the 
Sacramento  Valley 


Milestones 

Education:  Chico  High 
School,  Chico  State, 
San  Francisco  State. 

Employment:  Reporter  for 
the  Chico,  CA  Newspaper. 
Editor  of  The  Reporter  News 
paper  before  it  merged  with 
The  Sun  and  became  The 
Sun  Reporter. 

Managing  Editor  ot  the  Sun 
Reporter  from  1945  to  2001. 


Personal 

Born:  Jacksonville,  FL 


Reflections 

"1  was  infuriated  when  Mayor  Roger  Lapham  asked  me  how  long 
the  Blacks  who  had  come  here  during  the  war  were  going  to  stay. 
I  told  him  that  Black  people  will  be  here  as  long  as  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  is  here,  so  you  might  as  well  be  fair  to  them  and 
give  them  jobs  and  education.    1  told  him  that  we  were  born  in 
America  and  didn't  need  a  passport  or  his  permission  to  be  in 
San  Francisco." 

Tom  Fleming 
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David  Johnson 


1926 


Photographer  and 
Photo  Journalist 

Milestones 

Education:  M.S.  in  Social 
Work,  Barry  University 

California  School  of  Fine  Arts 
Certificate  of  Photography 

Employment:  United  States 
Post  Office. 

Photojournalist:  Sun  Reporter, 

San  Francisco's  Chronicle  and 
Examiner  newspapers. 

Urhan  League  Field 
Representative 

Honors:  Public  Service  Award, 
U.C.S.F.  Medical  Center. 


Contributions 

Published  In  Our  Own 
Image,  a  photo  essay  on 
African  Americans  in  San 
Francisco's  Western  Addition. 

Past  president  of  the  National 
Alliance  of  Postal  Workers  in 
San  Francisco. 

Candidate  for  sheriff  in  1968. 

Chairman  of  Committee  to 
Restore  Haight  Ashbury. 

Past  president  of  the  San 
Francisco  African  American 
Historical  &  Cultural  Society. 


Personal 

Born:  Jacksonville,  FL. 
Spouse:  Lucy  Johnson 

Children:  Douglas,  Claire, 
Michael,  Patricia 


Reflections 

"I  sent  him  (Ansel  Adams)  a  letter  that  specified  that  I  was  a  Negro 
and  would  that  be  a  problem.  He  responded  with  a  telegram  that 
there  was  no  problem  with  my  bein<,'  a  Negro,  but  there  was  no  va- 
cancy. He  said  it  a  place  became  open,  that  space  would  be  mine. 

"Someone  dropped  out  and  two  weeks  later,  I  was  back  in  San 
Francisco.  I  lived  at  Ansel  Adams'  house  for  several  weeks  until 
I  found  a  room  living  with  a  family  in  public  housing.  I  studied 
under  Adams  from  1946  to  1949." 

David  Johnson 
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Harriet  Lane  Levy 


1 867  -  1  950 


Author  and  Journalist 


Milestones 

Education:  University  of 
California,  Berkeley,  1886 


Contributions 

Levy  was  the  drama  critic  for 
TKe  Wave  in  San  Francisco 
and  was  the  drama  critic  tor 
The  Call,  the  city's  leading 
daily  newspaper. 

In  1947  at  age  80,  she  wrote 
920  O'Farrell  Street,  describ- 
ing the  Western  Addition  at 
the  turn  of  the  20th  century, 
now  republished  by  Heyday 
Books. 

That  same  year  she  published  a 
book  of  poems  entitled  I  Love 
To  Talk  about  Myself. 

Levy  helped  launch  career  of 
painter,  Henri  Matisse. 


Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 

Survived  by  a  sister,  Mrs.  A.M. 
Salinger  o(  Piedmont  and 
nephews  Jetterey  Salinger, 
Santa  Rosa  and  Herbert 
Salinger  ot  San  Francisco. 
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Michi  Onuma 


908  -  2004 


Reporter  and  English  Editor 

of  Japanese 

American  Newspapers 

Milestones 

Education:  Graduate, 
University  of  California,     • 
Berkeley. 

Employment:  Social  worker, 
City  of  San  Francisco, 
1958-  197  3. 

Honors:  Woman 
Warrior  Award 

Pacific  Asian  American  Woman's 
Bay  Area  Coalition. 

Japanese  Cultural  and  Com- 
munity Center  of  Northern 
California. 


Contributions 

First  Japanese  American  female 
English  editor  at  the  Nichi  Bei 
Times  and  the  Hokubei  Mai- 
nichi;  a  lifelong  journalist  who 
worked  on  the  newspaper  Heart 
Mountain  (Wyoming)  Sentinel 
while  interned  in  a  World  War 
II  concentration  camp. 

Served  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Sutter  Street  YWCA, 
which  was  established  by  the  Soko 
Bukai  Christian  Organization. 

Founding  member  of  the 
Japanese  Cultural  and 
Community  Center  of 
Northern  California. 

Founding  member  of  Satsuki- 
Kai,  a  Japanese  wives  group. 

Founding  member  of  the    • 
Japanese  Alumnae  Club 
at  U.C.  Berkeley. 

Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 
Spouse:  Gakuro  Onuma 
Children:  Riki,  Taiki, 


"In  grammar  school  I  wanted  to  learn  to  swim,  but  in  the  1920s 
the  public  schools  barred  Japanese  people.  In  contrast,  the 
Japanese  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  provided  a 
social  haven,  a  place  where  yirls  could  gather  after  school.  A  lot 
ot  parents  were  not  at  home  and  we  all  needed  some  place  to  go. 
The  building  itself  was  built  by  the  Japanese  community  and 
money  was  raised  among  us. 

Michi  Onuma 
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THE  CREATORS 


Al  Robles 


945 


Filipino  American  Poet 

Milestones 

Honors:  Founded  Kearney 
Street  Workshop  as  a 
place  to  nurture  Filipino 
and  other  Asian  American 
writers. 

Organizer  of  the  Manila- 
town  Heritage  Foundation, 
former  site  ot  the  I  Hotel 
(International  Hotel). 


Contributions 

Foremost  Filipino  American 
literary  figure,  grew  up  in  the 

Western  Addition. 

Published  a  collection  ot 
poetry  and  short  stories. 

Wrote:  Rapping  With 
The   Carabaos. 


Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 
Spouse:  Elena  Robles 
Children:  Okashi  Reshmi 


Reflections 

"My  father  came  to  America  in  1920.  He  was  a  fisherman, 
laborer,  gambler  and    worked  in  every  kitchen  as  a  cook. 
This  area  was  called  Manilatown,  stretching  from  Jackson 
to  Pine.  They  couldn't  go  beyond  there,  because  the  Italians 
did  not  want  the  Filipinos.  We  called  the  first  Filipino  laborers 
who  came  to  America,  'manong.'  The  United  Farm  Workers 
were  manongs,  which  you  don't  hear  often.  All  these  people 
were  the  forerunners  ot  social  change." 

Al  Robles 


THE  CREATORS 
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Isaac  Stern 


920  -  2001 


Classical  Violinist 


Milestones 

Employment:  Violinist 
1930s-2000s 

Honors:  Soloed  with  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony  more 
than  100  times. 

Received  Kennedy  Center 
Honor  in  1984. 


Contributions 

Stern  came  to  the  Western 
Addition  at  age  ten 
months  with  Ukranian 
immigrant  parents. 

Discovered  as  a  violin  prodigy 
at  age  six  and  debuted  in 
1935  with  the  San  Francisco 
Symphony  at  age  13. 

Stern  also  taught  master 
classes  to  young  violinists 
when  in  town. 

He  participated  in  the  ground- 
breaking of  the  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  of  Music. 

The  violinist  created  more  than 
70  albums  of  classical  music. 

In  1960,  led  project  to  save 
Carnegie  Hall. 

Helped  form  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts. 


Personal 

Born:  Kremiensk,  Ukraine 


Reflections 

"He  always  returned  to  San  Francisco  every  two  years  to  play  with 
the  symphony.   During  a  standing  ovation  following  a  perform- 
ance of  a  Beethoven  concerto  with  conductor  Michael  Tilson 
Thomas,  Isaac  turned  to  Michael  and  said,  'Let's  quit  while  we're 
ahead.'  " 

Nancy  Bechtle 
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THE  CREATORS 


Ray  Taliaferro 


Radio  Talk  Show  Host 


Contributions 

One  ot  the  first  African 
American  talk  show  hosts 
on  a  major  market  radio 
station. 

Co-founder,  National 
Association  of  Black 
Journalists. 

Member  of  the  San 
Francisco  Arts  Com- 
mission for  16  years. 


Milestones 

Employment:  Started  in 
radio  in  1967  at  KNEW. 

Former  news  anchor  at 
KRON-TV  in  San  Francisco. 
National  host  of  KGO 
Radio's  AM  Overnight 
program  and  ratings 
leader  since  1986. 


Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 


Reflections 

"One  of  my  proudest  achievements  was  co-founding  the 
National  Association  of  Black  Journalists." 

Ray  Taliaferro 
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Revels  Cayton,  Sr. 


1907-  1995 


Civil  Rights  and  Labor  Advocate 


Milestones 

Employment:  Business  agent 
of  the  Marine  Cooks  and 
Stewards  Union. 

Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Maritime  Federation  of 
the  Pacific. 

Executive  Director,  National 
Negro  Congress. 


Contributions 

Deputy  Director  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Housing  Authority. 

Deputy  Mayor  for  Social 
Programs  under  Mayor 
Joseph  Alioto. 

First  manager  of  the  St.  Francis 
Square  cooperative  housing 
development  sponsored 
by  the  International  Longshore- 
men's and  Warehousemen's 
Union  (ILWU)  and  Pacific 
Maritime  Union  in  1960. 

Personal 

Born:  Seattle,  WA 

Spouse:  Lee  Cayton 

Children:  Dr.  Revels 
Cayton,  Jr. 


Reflections 

"In  the  late  1960s,  Revels  Cayton,  Bill  Chester  and  Dave 
Jenkins  from  our  union  and  I  met  with  Joseph  Alioto,  who 
was  a  candidate  for  mayor  of  San  Francisco.   Alioto  said,  'If 
you  guys  go  with  me  I'll  be  loyal  to  the  ILWU.    I'll  appoint 
Blacks  to  commissions  and  I'll  have  somebody  Black  in  my 
administration...'  and  we  got  real  influence  in  city  politics." 

LeRoy  King 
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William  "Bill"  Chester 


1914-  1985 
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Contributions 

After  serving  as  a  board  member 
and  chair  of  International  Long- 
shoremen's and  Warehousemen's 
Union  (1LWU)  Local  10,  he  was 
named  regional  director  ot  the 
Northern  California  area  in  1952. 

By  19hL),  he  was  named  inter- 
national vice  president. 

Under  his  leadership,  the  union 
joined  with  Western  Addition 
ministers  to  form  the  church-labor 
movement  that  transformed  San 
Francisco  politics. 

Chief  organizer  of  San  Francisco's 
Human  Rights  Day 

Board  of  Directors,  San  Fran 
Council  of  Churches. 

President  of  the  Bay 

Area  Rapid  Transit  District 

(BART)  in  1972-73. 


Personal 

Born:  Shreveport,  LA 

Mother:  Mrs.  Beulah  Lyday 

Spouse:  Ethel  Chester 

Children:  William,  Jr., 
Kathy  Ann 


Reflections 

"The  Board  of  Supervisors  was  primarily  Republican  until  the 
ILWL'  began  to  flex  its  muscle  and  became  politically  active.  A 
lot  of  Blacks  were  members  of  the  ILWL'  and  it  was  responsible 
for  the  shift  of  San  Francisco  from  a  conservative  town  to  a 
liberal  place." 

David  Johnson 


Labor  Advocate,  I.L.W.U. 

Milestones 

Education:  Western  College, 
Quindero,  Kansas 

Employment:  Ensign  in  the 
U.S.  Maritime  Service. 

Joined  ILWU  as  a  bargeman, 
in  1938. 

Honors:  Received  the  Port 
Commission's  The  Order 
oi  Maritime  Merit. 


WORKER  POWE 
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Audley  Cole,  Jr, 


1913 


First  African  American 

admitted  to  the 

"Carmen's  Union" 

Milestones 

Employment:  A  handler 
for  Joe  Louis'  1939 
championship  fights. 


Contributions 

The  first  African  American 
admitted  to  the  Carmen's 
Union,  composed  of  drivers 
for  the  San  Francisco 
Municipal  Railway. 

Opened  the  doors  of  San 
Francisco's  transit  workers 
union  for  Blacks  and  other 
ethnically  excluded  groups. 


Personal 

Born:  Pittsburgh,  PA 

Parents:  Audley  Cole,  Sr. 

Sarah  Gordon  Cole 

Spouse:  Josephine  Cole 

Spent  adolescence  in 
Pasadena,  CA 


Reflections 

"The  elerk  in  the  personnel  office  asked  me,  'What  nationality 
are  you.7'    I  said  'American  Negro'.    'We've  never  had  a  Negro 
in  here  before.   Well,  there  was  one,  but  people  made  it  so 
tough  on  him  that  he  never  came  back.    I  just  want  to  let  you 
know  what  you're  getting  into.' 

"Then  the  next  obstacle  was  getting  somebody  to  train  me. 
There  was  a  Marxist  named  Spencer  Rogers  who  decided  to 
train  me,  but  the  other  carmen  beat  him  up." 


Audley  Cole,  Jr. 
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WORKER  POWER 


Geraldine  Johnson 


1933-  1997 


Labor  Leader,  Co- Founder  of 

San  Francisco  Housing 

Development  Corporation 

Milestones 

Employment:  Led  trade 
union  movement  in 
refusing  to  unload 
ships  from  South  Africa 
in  protest  of  apartheid 
policies. 

Honors:  Member,  San 
Francisco  Central  Labor 
Council. 


Contributions 

Founded  the  local  chapter 
of  Coalition  of  Black  Trade 
Unionists  in  1977. 

Co-Founded  San  Francisco 

Housing  Development 
Corporation. 

Key  advocate  for  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  Memorial 
at  Yerba  Buena  Gardens 
and  for  the  African  American 
Arts  and  Culture  Complex. 

Organized  Economic  De- 
velopment Conference, 

1989. 

Personal 

Born:  New  Orleans,  LA 
Children:  Gerald  Johnson 


Reflections 

"Geraldine  was  a  master  community  organizer  and  very  good 
at  pulling  together  political  alliances  and  coalitions." 

Dr.  Oba  TShaka 

"Geraldine  played  a  tremendous  part  in  the  politics  of  this 
city.    She  was  rough  and  she  would  cuss  you  out,  but  she 
came  up  with  excellent,  excellent  ideas." 

Willie  B.  Kennedy 


WORKER  POWER 
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Joseph  "Joe"  Johnson 


1917-  2000 


Labor  and  Civil  Rights 
Advocate 


Milestones 

Honors:  Wall  of  Fame  at 
Bay  Area  Longshoremen's 
Memorial  Association. 


Contributions 

Deputy  Mayor  under  Mayor 
Joseph  Alioto,  1968  to  1976. 

First  black  national  secretary/ 
treasurer  of  an  integrated 
union,  the  National  Union  of 
Marine  Cooks  and  Stewards. 

Orator,  poet  and 
uourmet  cook. 


Personal 

Born:  New  Orleans,  LA 

Spouse:  Loretta  Johnson 

Children:  Joseph  P.  William 
Douglas  Revels 
Benjamin  Kenyatta 


Reflections 

"He  was  very  positive,  articulate,  could  quote  poetry  and 
philosophers.   Any  time  the  issue  of  food  came  up,  every- 
body would  mention  his  name." 

Rev.  Tim  Dupre 

"When  Joe  got  through  reciting,  you  would  say,  'Oh  my  God', 
because  it  was  so  special.  He  didn't  have  any  papers,  but  did  it 
all  through  memory." 

Donneter  Lane 

"The  people  of  Zimbabwe  have  a  saying  'Zhakanaka.'  Literally 
translated,  it  means  'Travel  well'.  May  your  life  be  a  pleasurable 
journey.  As  long  as  love  and  memory  lasts,  life  lasts.  There  is 
no  ending..." 

Joe  Johnson  "Zhakanakay"  (poem) 
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WORKER  POWER 


LeRoy  King 


923 


Labor  Leader,  Activist 


Contributions 

An  organizer  of  the 
Frontiersmen,  a  group 
of  Black  International 
Longshoremen's  and 
Warehousemen's  Union 
(ILWU)  members  who 
fought  to  gain  leadership 
posts  in  the  union  and 
then  took  an  active  role  in 
local  and  national  politics. 

Commissioner  oi  the  S.F. 
Redevelopment  Agency. 


Milestones 

Employment:  Vice  President 
and  Northern  California 
Regional  Director,  (ILWU). 


Personal 

Born:  Fresno,  CA 

Spouse:  Julia  King 

Children:  Rebecca,  Carolyn, 
LeRoy 


Reflections 

"A  lot  oi  these  soldiers  during  the  period  were  working  in 
Marinship  and  Kaiser  and  began  to  buy  houses  there  in  the 
Western  Addition.  But  they  were  looking  at  these  places 
where  they  couldn't  shop  and  it  began  to  bother  them. 

"You  had  Jack's  Tavern,  the  Flamingo  and  the  Club  AlaBam, 
the  Texas  Playhouse  and  Wesley  Johnson's  place.  Then  there 
was  a  drug  store  on  Sutler  and  Fillmore,  which  was  one  of 
the  tirst  Black  drugstores,  and  another  drugstore  at  Sutter 
and  Baker.  Then  Blacks  began  to  open  eating  places. 

"Gilmore  opened  a  liquor  store  and  Leonard's  Barhcque. 
There  were  barber  shops.  The  Lyceum  Theatre  was  Black 
owned." 

LeRoy  Kin< 
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Victor  Abe 
Kyutaro  Abi 
Masao  Ashiz 
Lincoln  Beac 
Jefferson  Be 
Steven  Doi, 
Julian  Richa 
Raye  Richard 
Mary  Ellen  Pleasant 
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Victor  Abe 


1917-2001 


Contributions 

Founding  Member  of 
Nihonmachi  Community 
Development  Corporation 
(NCDC). 


Attorney 


Milestones 

Education:  Lowell  High 
School,  San  Francisco,  CA 

University  of  California, 
Berkeley 

Hasting  College  of  Law 

Employment:  Private 
Legal  Practice 


Personal 

Born:  Portland,  OR 
Spouse:  Yuki  Abe 
Children:  Sharon,  Susan. 


Reflections 

"Victor  was  our  legal  counsel  throughout  our  efforts  to  estab- 
lish the  Nihonmachi  Community  Development  Corporation. 
He  was  highly  competent  to  do  the  job.  With  his  help,  we 
were  able  to  create  a  process  that  allowed  the  Japanese 
American  property  owners  in  Japantown  to  retain  ownership. 
He  was  a  private  person  who  didn't  talk  much  about  himself." 

Masao  Ashizawa 


17 


JUST  BUSINESS 


Kyutaro  Abiko 


1 865  -  1 936 


Founder,  Japanese  American 

Industrial  Corporation, 

San  Francisco 

Milestones 

Education:  Attended 
University  of  California 
at  Berkeley  in  the  1880s. 


Employment:  Publisher 
Nichi  Bei  Shimbun 

Honors:  Japan's  Emperor 
Award  for  U.S./Japan 
Relations 


Contributions 

At  the  turn  of  the  20th 
century,  Abiko  founded 
the  Japanese  American 
Industrial  Corp.  of  San 
Francisco,  the  largest  labor 
contractor  in  California. 

Founder  of  the  Nichi  Bei 
Shimbun  (newspaper). 

Founded  the  Nichibei 
Kinyusha,  a  savings 
and  loan  association. 

Founded  the  Yamato  Colony 
in  Livingston,  CA  by  pur- 
chasing 3,200  acres  and 
parceling  out  40-acre  lots 
for  sale  to  Japanese 
American  farmers. 

Founded  Cressey  and 
Cortez  Colonies  in  the 
same  general  area. 


Personal 

Born:  Suibara,  Niigata 
Prefecture,  Japan 

Spouse:  Yona  Tsudo  Suto 

Children:  Yasuo  William  Abiko 


Reflections 


Abiko  published  the  following  ad  to  encourage  Yamato  Colony 
settlement. 

"We  believe  that  the  Japanese  must  settle  permanently  with 
their  countrymen  on  large  pieces  of  land  it  they  are  to  succeed 
in  America." 


JUST  BUSINESS 
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Masao  Ashizawa 


1925- 


Founding  President 
Nihonmachi  Community 
Development  Corporation 


Milestones 

Education:  University  of 
California,  Berkeley, 
B.A.,  Mathematics 

Boston  University. 

Employment:  Owner  of 
Soko  Hardware. 


Contributions 

Co-founder  of  the  Nihonmachi 
(Japantown)  Community 
Development  Corporation 
that  rebuilt  the  Japantown  area 
in  the  Western  Addition. 

Co-founder  Nihonmachi 
Merchant  Association. 

Helped  develop  method  of 
transferring  property  that 
allowed  original  Japanese 
American  owners  to 
regain  ownership  in  spite 
of  redevelopment. 


Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 

Spouse:  Yuki  Ashizawa 

Children:  Mark,  Brenda 
Philip 


Reflections 

"Before  the  war,  there  was  a  very  dense  Japanese  population. 
During  the  war,  we  were  all  pushed  out.  When  we  came  back, 
many  of  those  who  had  property  had  to  settle,  and  then  they 
had  to  rent. 

"We  were  lucky  to  get  enough  support  on  this  side  of  A2,  bet- 
ween Post  and  Bush,  to  form  an  education  campaign  to  counter 
the  redevelopment  agency's  efforts  to  take  our  land.  We  devel- 
oped a  process  that  enabled  the  original  owners  of  the  land  to 
keep  their  property  and  participate  in  redevelopment." 


Masao  Ashizawa 
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JUST  BUSINESS 


Lincoln  Beachey 


1887-1915 


Aviation  Pioneer 


Contributions 

Beachey  was  the  first  pilot 
to  perform  the  "loop  the 
loop"  stunt,  which  he 
carried  out  successfully 
1,000  times  between  1913 
and  1914,  by  climbing 
vertically  until  his  engine 
stalled,  then  diving  towards 
the  ground  and  pulling  up 
at  the  last  possible  minute. 

He  was  first  to  fly  upside 
down,  over  Niagara  Falls. 


Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 


Reflections 

At  the  Panama  Pacific  International  Exposition,  an  event  which 
helped  put  Fillmore  Street  on  the  map  as  the  retail  center  of  a 
rebuilding  San  Francisco  after  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire, 
Beachey  flew  a  new  plane  designed  especially  for  aerobatic 
maneuvers.  The  wings  broke  away  and  Beachey  dove  into  the 
bay  at  full  speed.  He  was  retrieved  by  rescuers,  still  in  his  trade- 
mark suit  strapped  in  the  pilot's  seat. 


JUST  BUSINESS 
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Jefferson  Beavers 

1908-  1991 


Founding  President 
of  Transbay  Savings 


Milestones 

Education:  University  of 
California,  Berkeley. 


Contributions 

Co-founder  and  manager  of 
Transbay  Federal  Savings 
and  Loan. 

President,  American  Savings 
and  Loan  Association. 

Co-founder,  Golden  Gate 
National  Bank. 

President,  San  Francisco 
National  Association  For 
The  Advancement  Of 
Colored  People  (NAACP) 
and  Bay  Area  Urban  League. 

Built  new  bank  branch  in 
1955  at  2400  Sutter  Street. 


Personal 

Born:  Warren,  AZ 

Spouse:  Yuki  Beavers 

Children:  Jane  W.  Jeffrey, 
Jonathan 


Reflections 

After  his  appointment  to  San  Francisco  Housing  Authority 
Commission  in  1956  by  Mayor  George  Christopher,  Beavers 
became  president  and  led  the  fight  for  full  integration  of 
public  housing. 

Transbay  Savings  &.  Loan  had  $9.3  million  in  assets  in  1956 
according  to  federal  filings;  $7.3  million  in  home  mortgages 
to  predominately  Black  customers.   By  1966,  when  acquired 
by  a  predecessor  of  Citigroup,  it  had  $74  million  in  assets. 
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JUST  BUSINESS 


Steven  Doi,  Esq. 


1928- 


Nisei  Community  Leader 


Milestones 

Education:  B.A.  Degrees 
from  Golden  Gate  University 
and  Healds  Business  College. 

Juris  Doctor  from  Lincoln 
University  Law  School, 
San  Francisco. 

Employment:  Attorney. 


Contributions 

International  attorney 
active  in  the  Nihonmachi 
Community  Development 
Corporation,  the  Japanese 
American  Citizens  League, 
the  Commonwealth  Club 
of  California  and  many 
other  organizations. 

Member  of  the  California 

and  San  Francisco  Bar 
Associations. 

Korean  War  veteran 
1950-1954. 


Personal 

Born:  Loomis,  CA 
Spouse:  Charlotte  Doi 
Children:  Sharon,  Sandra 


Reflections 

"The  civil  rights  movement  made  a  big  change,  thanks  to 
African  American  leaders.  We  also  stuck  with  them.  The 
Asian  population  benefited  because  the  Black  population 
was  very  adamant.  We  were  doing  it  too,  but  by  sheer 
numbers.  We  owe  a  lot  to  them. 

"I  was  fairly  active  in  a  group  called  the  Japanese  American 
Citizens  League.  It  was  formed  just  before  WWII.  It  wasn't 
very  strong.  The  war  taught  us  a  lesson:  to  be  very,  very 
organized." 

Steven  Doi 


JUST  BUSINESS 
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Julian  Richardson 


916-2000 


Contributions 

Opened  Success  Book  Store, 
later  the  name  was  changed 
to  Marcus  Books. 

Marcus  Books  is  one  of  the 
oldest  continuous  businesses 
in  the  Western  Addition. 

Julian  reprinted  Marcus 
Garvey's  Philosophies 
and  Opinions  in  1966. 


Founder  of  Marcus  Books 


Milestones 

Education:  Degree  in 
Lithography,  Tuskegee 
Institute. 

Employment:  First  Black 
printer  at  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  before  being 
drafted  during  World  War  II. 

Began  Success  Printing 
in  1946. 


Personal 

Born:  Birmingham,  Alabama 

Spouse:  Raye  Gilbert 

Children:  Karen  (Johnson)' 
Blanche,  Billy 


Reflections 

"My  husband  was  responsible  for  the  re-examination  of  the  life 
of  Marcus  Garvey.  For  my  husband,  I  guess,  the  high-point  was 
meeting  Malcolm  X  and  having  him  come  into  the  bookstore. 
That  was  it  for  him." 

Dr.  Raye  Richardson 

"Their  bookstore  served  as  a  community  university.  That  is 
where  we  got  our  real  education.  Many  times,  I  shared  differ- 
ent books  that  I  read  with  them.  They  are  like  the  university  in 
the  community." 

Dr.  Oba  T'Shaka 
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Raye  Richardson 


1920 


Co-Founder  of  Marcus  Books 


Milestones 

Education:  Attended 
Tuskegee  Institute,  AL 

San  Francisco  Academy 
of  Art  College. 

Employment:  Columist 
for  The  Sun  Reporter. 

Chaired  the  Black  Studies 
Department  at  San  Francisco 
State  University. 

Honors:  Daniel  E.  Kosh- 
land  Civic  Unity  Award. 

KGO-TV  Profiles 
in  Excellence. 

Women  of  Achievement, 
Vision,  and  Excellence 
Award. 


Contributions 

San  Francisco  Library  Com- 
mission, California  Medical 
Quality  Assurance  Committee. 

Chaired  Burning  Bush 
Governing  Board  of  the 
Center  for  Urban  Black 
Studies  of  the  Graduate 
Theological  Union, 
Berkeley,  California. 

Founding  Member  of  San 
Francisco's  Museum  of  the 
African  Diaspora.  (MOAD) 

Co-founder  of  Marcus  Books 
in  1960. 


Personal 

Born:  Arkansas,  grew  up  in 
Waukegan,  IL 

Spouse:  Julian  Richardson 

Children:  Karen,  Blanche,  Billy 


Reflections 

"She  is  one  of  the  most  vital,  insightful,  intellectually  stimulating 
and  caring  people  I've  been  privileged  to  know  and  work  with." 

Cheryl  Towns 
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Mary  Ellen  Pleasant 


1817-  1904 


Abolitionst 
Supported  the  Underground 
Railroad  in  the  mid-1800's 


Contributions 

Owned  one  of  San  Fran- 
cisco's largest  mansions 
at  the  corner  of  Bush  and 
Octavia  Streets,  a  result  of 
50  years  of  business  success 
from  the  Gold  Rush  to  the 
turn  of  the  century. 

Raised  $30,000  for  John 
Brown  in  1857  and  spon- 
sored law  suits  in  the 
1860s  that  overturned 
street  car  segregation. 

Active  abolitionist  and 
Underground  Railroad 
conductor. 


Milestones 

Employment:  Arrived  in  San 
Francisco  1852,  opened  "gentle- 
men's clubs"  that  served 
nouveau  riche  miners  and  top 
politicians;  teamed  with  Thomas 
Bell  as  business  partner. 

Honors:  The  San  Francisco 
African  American  Historical 
&  Cultural  Society  placed  a 
commemorative  plaque  in  the 
sidewalk  at  Bush  6k  Octavia 
Streets,  near  a  stand  of 
eucalyptus  trees  that  Ms. 
Pleasant  planted  more  than  a 
century  before. 

Reflections 

"She  was  called  the  Black  City  Hall  because  the  Black  community 
knew  that  they  could  ask  her  for  things,  and  then  miraculously, 
through  her  contacts,  they  would  happen. 

"She  would  hire  the  escaped  slaves  that  she  brought  out  to  the 
West  Coast  to  work  in  her  many  businesses.  She  had  her  own 
farms  and  her  own  laundries." 

Susheel  Bibbs 
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Josephine  Cole 


1913 


First  African  American  Public 
Schoolteacher  in  San  Francisco 


Milestones 

Education:   University 
of  California,  Berkeley. 

Employment:  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District. 

Honors:  Josephine  Cole 
Library  at  Southeast 
Campus  of  City  College 
of  San  Francisco. 


Contributions 

The  first  African  American 
teacher  hired  by  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School 
District. 


Personal 

Spouse:  Audley  Cole 


Reflections 

"Blacks  couldn't  teach  when  I  was  growing  up.  Blacks  were  only 
tolerated  in  a  servile  social  station.  I  taught  at  Cathedral  High 
School  (Geary  &.  Gough)  for  11  years.  I  never  had  problems  at 
a  Catholic  School.  I  substituted  at  Lowell  High  School  before 
the  war. 

"In  1942,  I  was  appointed  at  Balboa  High  School.  I  had  a  ^uk\ 
experience  with  Principal  Chase.  I  taught  at  Raphael  Weill 
during  the  war." 

Josephine  Cole 
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Robert  Flippin 


1 903  -  1 963 


Picture 

Not 
Available 


First  African  American  Probation 
Officer  in  San  Francisco 


Contributions 

"First  Black  correctional 
counselor  at  San  Quentin 
Prison  (California). 

Started  the  first  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  program  at 
San  Quentin. 

Founder,  editor  and  publisher 
or  the  "Spokesman"  a  Black 
weekly  paper  in  San  Francisco. 

Active  member  of  the 
N.A.C.C.P,  Council 
for  Civic  Unity." 


Milestones 

Education:  Nebraska 
Contrel  College 

University  of  Nebraska 

Employment:  Executive 
Director,  Booker  T.  Wash- 
ington Community  Center. 

Reporter,  San  Francisco 
Examiner. 


Personal 

Born:  Stomsburg,  Nebraska 
Spouse:  Katherine  Stewart 
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Leonard  "Lefty"  Gordon 


1 938  -  2000 


Contributions 

Executive  Director  of  Ella 
Hill  Hutch  Center. 

Program  Director,  Booker 
T.  Washington  Community 
Center. 

Member,  Black  Leadership 
Forum. 

Chairman,  Task  Force  on 
Education  of  Black  Students. 

Founded  the  "Kitchen  Cabinet, 
a  political  force  in  the  African 
American  Community. 


Personal 

Born:  Duck  Hill,  MS 
Spouse:  Scarlett 
Children:  Gregory 


Director,  Ella  Hill  Hutch 
Community  Center 

Milestones 

Education:  Studied  at  City 
College,  San  Francisco  State 
and  the  University  of 
San  Francisco. 

Mentored  at  Booker  T.  Wash- 
ington Center  by  James  Stratten, 
Toshi  Koba  and  Yori  Wada. 

Employment:  Program  Director 
of  Youth  tor  Services  Streetwork 
Program. 

Executive  Director  of  Ella  Hill 
Hutch  Community  Center 
1981-  2000. 

Honors:  Football  and  track 
star  at  George  Washington 
High  School. 

Reflections 


"Everyone  needs  to  understand  what  the  City's  African  American 
community  accomplished  in  the  tight  tor  civil  rights.  The  job 
isn't  only  to  build  pride  in  African  American  youth.  We  want  to 
promote  intercultural  understanding,  encourage  all  cultures  to 
share  their  stories,  their  battles,  their  hard  work,  their  tailures 
and  their  successes.  The  job  is  to  promote  peace." 

Lefty  Gordon 
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Verneta  E.  Hill 


904  -  2001 


Social  Worker. 


Contributions 

Pioneer  social  worker 
addressing  needs  of 
the  African  American 
community. 

President,  Bay  Area  YMCA. 

Established  the  San  Francisco 
Department  of  Community 
Service. 

Member,  Board  of  Visitors, 
Atlanta  University  School 
of  Social  Work. 

President,  National  Council 
of  Negro  Women. 

Founding  Member  of 
National  Association, 
Black  Social  Workers. 


Personal 

Born:  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


Milestones 

Education:   M.S.,  Tulane 
University,  School  of 
Social  Work 

Employment:  Booker  T. 
Washington  Community 
Center  Young  Adult  Program. 

San  Francisco  Department 
of  Social  Services. 

Reflections 

"Verneta  Hill  was  a  wonderful  woman.  I  met  her  at  the 
University  of  California  School  of  Social  Work.  I  was  a 
student  there.  Verneta  had  been  recruited  by  Dr.  Wilson 
to  join  the  staff  to  head  up  community  development  in 
the  School  of  Social  Work.  She  left  the  University  to  head 
up  a  program  in  Oregon.  She  was  well-traveled  and  well- 
trained  and  always  in  demand." 

Donneter  Lane 

"1  have  fond  memories  of  her.  She  was  a  woman  who  under- 
stood the  issues  of  cultural  diversity  long  before  it  became 
popular.  She  had  many  friends  of  different  cultures  and 
different  communities." 

Cynthia  Selmar 
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TOSHI  KOBA 


1 909  -  1 983 


Contributions 

Mentored  a  generation  of 
social  service  workers,  along 
with  Yori  Wada  and  James 
Stratten. 

Worked  for  the  YWCA 
until  WW  II,  when  she 
was  interred  in  a  "War- 
time Relocation  Center." 


Nisei  Woman  Activist 


Milestones 

Education:  San  Francisco 
State,  B.A.  in  English,  and 
Masters  of  Social  Work. 

Employment:  Girls  Program 
Director  at  Japanese  Com- 
munity Center. 

Social  Worker  at  Booker  T. 
Washington  Community 
Center  for  32  years. 

Honors:  Toshi  Koba 
Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund  to  aid  Japanese 
and  Black  Americans, 
established  in  1983. 


Personal 

Born:  San  Francisco,  CA 


Reflections 

"Toshi  was  one  of  my  co-workers  in  charge  of  the  youth  pro- 
grams (at  Booker  T.  Washington  Community  Center). 

"Her  entire  life  was  dedicated  to  providing  loving  and  affec- 
tionate support  and  care  tor  the  youth  of  both  Black  and 
Japanese  American  communities  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area." 

Donneter  Lane 
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Thomatra  Scon 


1918-  2000 


1 

i  > 

.^flH  ■! 

Youth  Advocate 


Milestones 

Education:  U.S.  Army, 
World  War  II. 

Employment:  Economic 
Opportunity  Council. 

Honors:  Yuri  Kochiyama 
and  Thomatra  Scott  Award 


Contributions 

Founding  Board  Member 
of  Westside  Mental  Health 
Clinic. 

Together  with  Yori  Wada 
created  the  African/ Asian 
Round  Table  between  African 
American  and  Japanese  youth. 

Spurred  Western  Addition 
youth  political  activism. 

Merchant  Marine  until  1956. 

Founded  Western  Addition 
Youth  Council,  Inc. 


Personal 

Born:  Meridian,  MS 

Children:  Salimu,  Nefertiti 
and  Scott 


Reflections 

"I  never  met  a  person  who  was  in  love  with  youth  as  much  as 
Scotty.  He  gave  his  heart  to  them  and  he  fought  for  them." 

Donneter  Lane 

"It  was  late  1965.  At  that  time,  Scotty  was  working  for  the 
Economic  Opportunity  Commission  at  2500  Sutter  at 
Broderick,  across  from  Westside  Housing  projects.  He 
started  doing  after  school  activities  with  young  people  in 
that  area  and  throughout  the  whole  Western  Addition. 
From  that,  an  activist  group  developed,  with  him  at 
the  helm." 

Rev.  Tim  Dupre 
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James  "Diamond  Jim"  Stratten 


1913-  1996 


First  African  American  to 

serve  on  San  Francisco 

Board  of  Education 


Contributions 

First  Black  President  of  San 
Francisco  School  Board. 

Urged  many  young  pro- 
fessionals to  move  to 
San  Francisco  from  the 
East  coast  and  become 
politically  active. 

Commissioner,  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District 
Board  of  Education. 

Member,  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency 

Commission. 


Personal 

Born:  Cedartown,  GA 
Reared  in  Indianapolis,  IN 

Spouse:  Helen  Stratten 

Children:  Yvonne  Scott, 

Ronald  Stratten 
James  Stratten,  Jr., 


Milestones 

Education:  Graduate  and 
football  player  at  Talladega 
College. 

Masters  Degree  in  physical 
education  from  Columbia 
University  in  1936. 

Employment:  Executive 
Director  of  United  Services 
Organization  (USD). 

Executive  Director,  Booker 
T.  Washington  Community 
Center. 

Reflections 

"His  activities  with  the  USO  were  his  life's  greatest  contribu- 
tion. He  was  able  to  bring  many  people  to  the  Western 
Addition.  His  charm  and  charisma  allowed  him  to  mix  well 
in  any  group  of  people  and  he  was  a  very  proud  man." 

Helen  Stratten,  Widow 

"Many  young  people  got  their  start  at  Booker  T.  Washington." 

Yvonne  Scott,  Daughter 
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Burl  A.  Toler,  Sr. 


928 


Educator,  First  African  American 

Official  of  the  National  Football 

League,  Hall  of  Famer  and 

All  American 


Contributions 

Influenced  the  lives  of  many 
Western  Addition  youngsters 
as  principal,  assistant  prin- 
cipal, counselor  and  teacher 
at  Benjamin  Franklin  Middle 
School,  at  Scott  and  Geary. 

Member  of  the  historic  1951 
University  of  San  Francisco 
football  team,  considered 
perhaps  the  best  of  all  time. 

First  Black  National  Football 
League  official. 


Personal 

Born:  Memphis,  Tennessee 

Spouse:  Melvia  Woolfolk 

Children:  Valerie,  Burl,  Jr., 
Susan,  Gregory 
Martel,  Jennifer 


Milestones 

Education:  City  College  of 
San  Francisco. 

University  of  San  Francisco 

Employment:  Director  of 
Personnel,  City  College  ot 
San  Francisco. 

Honors:  African  American 
Historical  &  Cultural  Society 
Hall  ot  Fame. 

University  of  San  Francisco  Educa- 
tional Alumnus  of  the  Year. 

Junior  College  All  American 
in  football. 

Reflections 

"A  man  who  has  a  lot  of  influence  with  young  kids,  who  was 
always  a  good  example  and  model  tor  good  sportsmanship.  He 
could  also  talk  to  kids  and  just  share  what  they  needed  in  life 
to  succeed.  He  is  a  very  gentle  man." 

Cynthia  Selmar 

"The  kids  felt  I  was  tor  them  so  they  listened  when  I  told 
them,  'don't  let  other  people  determine  what  you  do.'  " 

Burl  Toler 
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YORI  Wada 


1916-  1997 


Contributions 

Chair,  San  Francisco  Juvenile 
Justice  Commission. 

Member,  California  Youth 
Authority  Parole  Board. 

Sergeant,  442nd  Regimental 
Combat  Team  and  Military 
Intelligence  Service. 

Member,  San  Francisco  Civil 
Service  Commission. 


First  Japanese  and  Asian 

American  appointed  to  the 

Board  of  Regents  for  the 

University  of  California 

Milestones 

Education:  Journalism 
Degree,  1940,  University 
of  California,  Berkeley. 

Employment:  Director  of  the 
Buchanan  Street  YMCA  after 
serving  as  Program  Director 
at  the  Booker  T.  Washington 
Center. 

Honors:  First  Asian  American 
Regent  of  the  University  of 
California.  Pushed  tor  eight 
years  for  a  vote  to  divest  Univer- 
sity holdings  from  companies 
doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

Reflections 


"When  I  was  six,  I  would  sit  on  the  steps  of  the  Buchanan 
Street  Y  and  watch  the  other  kids  go  in.   One  day,  Yori 
brought  me  into  the  club  and  paid  my  membership." 

Reynaldo  Woods 

"It  is  said  that  Mr.  Wada  never  believed  there  were  bad 
children. ..only  poor  social  conditions." 


Personal 

Born:  Hantord,  CA 

Spouse:  Chiyo  Nao 

Children:  Patty,  Edward, 
Richard,  Wayne 

(Family  placed  in  an  Arkansas 
concentration  camp  while  he 
served  in  the  U.S.  Army.) 


Jeff  Mori 


i 


Tsuyako  ''Sox"  Kitashim 

Mary  Helen  Rogers 

Joe  Rudolph 

WAP/ 

Rev.  Hannibal 

Edison  Uno 
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Robert  "Bob"  Covington 


1 938  -  1 978 


Executive  Director,  Western 

Addition  Project  Area 

Committe  (WAPAC) 

Milestones 

Education:  B.S.,  Kent  State 
University,  Ohio. 

M.A.,  Lone  Mountain 
College,  S.F. 

Employment:  Executive 
Director,  Western  Addition 
Project  Area  Committee 
(WAPAC). 


Contributions 

Designed  affirmative  action 
plan  to  provide  jobs  for 
community  residents  and 
contracts  for  businesses  on 
construction  projects  in  the 
Western  Addition. 

Advocated  extending  vote 
to  18  year  olds,  and  en- 
couraged 18  year  olds  to 
run  for  public  office. 

An  architect  of  district 
elections. 

Founded  Citizens  for  Repre- 
sentative Government. 

First  Director  of  San  Francisco 
Pre-Trial  Diversion  Program. 

Personal 

Born:  Charleston,  West,  VA 

Spouse:  Germaine  Covington 

Children:  Aku,  Manama, 
Carl,  Virlym 


Reflections 

"Rob  was  a  fiercely  independent  person  who  fought  for  racial 
and  social  justice.  He  was  a  coalition  builder  across  ethnic, 
racial  and  political  affiliations.  Bob  looked  for,  supported 
and  empowered  community  residents  to  make  their  voices 
heard  in  the  political  arena." 

Germaine  Covington 
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Ichiro  Kataoka 


1881  •  1955 


First  Japanese  American  interned 
after  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor 


Milestones 

Although  the  Japanese 

American  Citirens  League 
opted  to  go  along  with 
Executive  Order  9066, 
Kataoka  refused  and  was 
forcibly  removed  by  the  FBI. 


Contributions 

Prominent  businessman  and 
civic  leader  in  pre-war 
Japanese  American  Community. 

Owner  of  Aki  Hotel  on  Post 
Street  (where  the  Radisson 
Miyako  Hotel  is  located). 

President  of  the  Hiroshima- 
Kenjin,  and  the  San  Francisco 
Japanese  Hotels  Association. 

Vice  president  of  the  San 
Francisco  Busine>smen's 
Asa  >ciation. 

Active  in  San  Francisco 
Buddhist  Church. 


Personal 

Born:  Haramura,  Hiroshima, 
Japan 

Spouse:  Shitre  Kataoka 

Children:  Toshiko,  Kazuo, 
Takashi,  Hisake 
Mayako,  Akiko 


Reflections 

"My  father  was  a  leader  in  the  Japanese  American  community 
and  helped  many  organizations.  The  FBI  took  him  away  the 
day  after  Pearl  Habor.  Despite  his  hardship,  his  motto  was 

'Honesty  and  Kindness  are  best  in  business.'  " 


Hisako  (Mary)  Matsuno 


AGAINST  THE  ODDS 


48 


Saburo  Kido 


1 902  -  1 998 


Contributions 

As  president  of  the  Japanese 
American  Citizens  League, 
Kido  sent  a  telegram  to 
President  Franklin  Roosevelt 
and  other  officials  "pledging 
our  services  unreservedly  to 
the  officials  and  authorities 
of  our  country...,"  just  after 
Pearl  Harbor. 

Filed  Amicus  Curae  brief 
with  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
in  support  of  Brown  vs. 
The  Board  of  Education. 


Personal 

Born:  Hilo,  Hawaii 

Spouse:  Mine  Harada 

Children:  Rosalind  Uno, 

Lawrence,  Wallace 


President  of  the  Japanese 

American  Citizens  League 

from  1940-46 

Milestones 

Education:  University  of 
California,  Berkeley. 

Hastings  College  of  Law, 
San  Francisco. 

Employment:  Attorney  at  Law. 

Publisher,  Neu>  Japanese 
News,  Los  Angeles.,  CA. 

Honors:  Selective  Service 
Certificate,  U.S.  Congress. 

Human  Relations  Award, 
City  of  Los  Angeles. 

Reflections 


Some  criticized  Kido  for  cooperating  too  quickly,  but  Tsuyako 
"Sox"    Kitashima,  an  organizer  of  the  successful  redress  campaign, 
recalls,  "...we  had  no  chance~the  Western  Defense  Command 
was  behind  this;  it  was  like  getting  a  bayonet  in  our  backs." 

"IN  THIS  SOLEMN  HOUR,  WE  PLEDGE  OUR  FULLEST 
COOPERATION  TO  YOU,  MR.  PRESIDENT,  AND  TO  OUR 
COUNTRY... WE  ARE  READY  AND  WILLING  TO  EXPEND 
EVERY  EFFORT  TO  REPEL  THIS  INVASION  TOGETHER 
WITH  OUR  FELLOW  AMERICANS." 

Excerpt  of  Kido's  Telegram 
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TSUYAKO  "SOX"  KlTASHIMA 

1918- 

Contributions 


Organizer  of  Grassroots 
Redress  Movement  for 
Japanese  Americans 


Ran  grassroots  national  move- 
ment with  3rd  generation 
Japanese  American  activists 
and  helped  obtain  redress  and 
monetary  restitution  tor  thou- 
sands of  Japanese  Americans 
who  lost  property  and  homes 
in  the  forced  removal  and 
internment  of  World  War  11. 

Neighborhood  activist 
on  senior,  health  and 
safety  issues. 

Personal 

Born:  Hayward,  CA 
Spouse:  Tom  Kitashima 
Children:  Alan 


Milestones 

Education:  Washington 
Union  High  School, 
Centerville,  CA. 

Employment:  Authorizes 
Veterans  Hospital. 

Asssistant  Block  Manager, 
Topaz  Concentration  Camp. 

Secretary  oi  Block  Managers. 

Honors&ecognition  Honor, 
Department  ot  Justice. 

KRON-TV  Channel  4  "For 
Those  Who  Care"  Award. 

Reflections 

"We  originally  started  in  the  horse  stalls  and  exhibition  halls 
at  Tanforan  racetrack  and  then  we  had  to  go  further  away 
from  the  West  Coast.  We  had  to  go  inland. 

"We  organized  a  grassroots  group  called  the  National  Coalition 
for  Redress  and  Reparations  to  fight  for  proper  redress  for 
Japanese  Americans  who  were  forced  from  their  houses  and 
interned  in  concentration  camps  by  the  government  during 
World  War  11." 

Tsuyako  "Sox"  Kitashima 
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Mary  Helen  Rogers 


1925- 


Local  Community  Activist 

Milestones 

Employment:Community 

Relations  Manager,  Housing 
Authority  for  20  years. 

San  Francisco  Redevelopment 
Homemaking  Advisor. 

Honors:  Leadership  Award, 
Westside  Community  Mental 
Health  Center. 

Rosa  Parks  Award  for 
Community  Service. 


Contributions 

This  mother  oi  12  helped  form  the 
Western  Addition  Community 
Organization  (WACO)  in  1966 
and  became  a  plaintiff  in  the 
1973  precedent-setting  lawsuit 
that  required  relocation  benefits 
for  renters  displaced  by  rede- 
velopment activities  nationwide. 

She  was  Secretary/Treasurer 
of  the  National  Tenants 
Association. 

Guardian  and  strong  advocate 
for  community  interests. 

Active  as  a  parent  volunteer  at 
Raphael  Weill  Elementary  School 
in  1960s,  now  Rosa  Parks 
Elementary  School. 

Chair,  San  Francisco  June- 
teenth  Committee. 

Personal 

Born:  Hillsborough,  TX 
Spouse:  Sgt.  Melvin  Rogers 
Children:  12  Children 


Reflections 

"She's  committed  to  what  she  believes  in.  She  got  involved  totally 
out  of  necessity.  She  had  children  and  she  saw  things  happening 
around  her  that  weren't  right  and  there's  that  old  school  philoso- 
phy that  you  don't  do  that  and  not  stand  up." 

Rev.  Arnold  Townsend 

"She  has  always  done  her  research.    She  didn't  come  off  the 
wall.  She  came  with  her  facts." 

Walter  Scott 
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Joe  J.  Rudolph 


938  -  2001 


Co-Founder,  Radio  Station 
KPOO-89.5  FM 


Milestones 

Employment:  Teacher  at  San 
Francisco  State  University. 

U.S.  Army  1961-1963. 


Contributions 

In  1975,  he  founded  KPOO 
(Poor  Peoples  Radio)  the 
only  Black-controlled 
independent  public  radio 
station  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Set  the  standard  for  coverage 
of  public  meetings  and 
elections. 

Gave  exposure  to  new 
genres  of  music  such  as 
"hip  hop"  and  "reggae." 

Helped  organize  1968  student 
strike  at  San  Francisco  State 
University,  which  led  to  the 
creation  of  the  first  Black 
Studies  program. 


Reflections 


Personal 

Born:  Tyler,  AL 


"None  of  us  knew  anything  about  radio,  but  we  had  created  the 
Fillmore  Media  Center,  including  video  and  audio.  We  wrote 
this  proposal  for  a  two-hour  program  and  the  guy,  Lorenzo 
Milan,  gave  us  the  whole  station.  This  guy,  Otis  Evans,  who 
knew  a    little  bit  about  it,  came  down  and  said  the  FCC  is 
going  to  shut  you  down,  your  signal  is  going  over  everywhere. 
So  Otis  became  the  first  black  chief  engineer  of  a  radio  station 
in  California." 

Wade  Woods 
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WAPAC  (Western  Addition 
Project  Area  Committee) 

Contributions 

WAPAC  was  the  very  first  'project  area  committee'  established  in 
a  redevelopment  project  area  in  the  nation. 

WAPAC  set  the  standard  for  'citizen  participation'  in  urban 
renewal  areas. 

WAPAC  served  as  the  outlet  for  community  expression  regarding 
eminent  domain  and  relocation  programs  and  benefits  for  those 
local  residents  and  businesses  directly  affected  by  redevelopment. 

WAPAC  is  the  model  on  which  local  citizen  participation  is  used 
today.  Indeed,  California  Redevelopment  Law  (CRL)  requires 
the  establisment  of  a  'project  area  committee'  in  areas  where 
redevelopment  activities  may  displace  or  directly  affect  a  signi- 
ficant number  of  residents  and  businesses. 

Milestones 

•  Created  a  mechanism  for  community  participation  in 
redevelopment. 

•  Developed  first  affirmative  action  plan  for  redevelopment  areas. 

•  Promoted  first  source  contractor  contracts  in  all  areas  of 
construction  work. 

•  Directly  responsible  for  development  of  the  Ella  Hill  Hutch 
Community  Center  by  seeking  and  receiving  an  'Economic 
Development  Administration  Public  Works'  grant.  The 
Center  is  named  for  the  late  Board  of  Supervisor  member 
Ella  Hill  Hutch. 

Reflections 

"This  had  to  be  one  of  the  most  politically  progressive  communities 
in  the  nation.  The  heart  of  the  Black  Panthers  was  the  Fillmore. 

"The  Ella  Hill  Hutch  Center  was  built  because  of  WAPAC.   We 
researched  and  found  out  that  the  Agency  was  supposed  to  pay 
for  a  community  center  and  Mary  Rogers,  Benny  Stewart  and 
Wade  Woods  lobbied  and  we  got  the  money." 

Rev.  Arnold  Townsend  (WAPAC  Executive  Director  1973) 
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Rev.  Hannibal  Williams,  Ph.D. 


1921  -2002 


Co-Founder/Western  Addition 

Community  Organization  & 

Western  Addition 

Project  Area  Committee 


Contributions 

Founder  of  Western  Addition 
Community  Organization 
(WACO). 

President  oi  Western  Addition 
Project  Area  Committee 
(WAPAC). 

Founding  pastor,  New  Libe- 
ration Presbyterian  Church. 

San  Francisco  Redevelopment 
Agency  Commissioner. 

Founder  of  Liberation  House 


Milestones 

Education:  Newark,  NJ 
Public  Schools 

B.A.  San  Francisco 
State  University 

Masters,  Doctorate  from 
San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary 


Reflections 


Personal 

Born:  Coatesville,  PA 

Spouse:  Betty  Williams 

Children:  Denise,  Glenda, 
Kathleen,  Eileen, 
Victor,  Allen, 
Hannibal,  Samuel, 
Caroline,  Harold 
Rev.  Robert  Cowan 
(stepson) 


"Rev.  Tom  Detrick,  of  Howard  Presbytarien  Church  on  Oak 
Street,  and  Hannibal  Williams,  as  a  member  of  that  church, 
had  a  young  couple  come  in  to  organize  the  community  against 
the  urban  renewal  process.  They  started  having  small  meetings, 
asking  various  groups  to  join  them.  They  came  to  my  house 
and  asked  me  if  I  would  attend  a  meeting  and  I  did." 

Mary  Helen  Rogers 

"I'm  not  a  brave  man  nor  a  power  seeker,  but  I'm  still  going  to 
be  out  here." 

Hannibal  Williams  in  1970 
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Edison  Uno 


1 929  -  1 976 


Civil  Rights  leader  in  the  Redress 
Movement  for  Japanese  Americans 

Milestones 

Education:  California 
State,  Los  Angeles. 

Employment:  Assistant  Dean 
of  Students  at  San  Francisco 
State,  1969-1974. 

Honors:  First  Japanese 
American  to  serve  on  San 
Francisco  Grand  Jury. 

San  Francisco  State  has 
created  the  Edison  Uno 
Institute  in  the  College 
of  Ethnic  Studies. 

The  ACLU  Alexander 
Meiklejohn  Award,  the  San 
Francisco  Bar  Association's 
Liberty  Bell  Award,  and  the 
UCSF  Chancellor's  Public 
Service  Award. 


Contributions 

Prime  mover  behind  the 
successful  effort  to  achieve 
redress  tor  the  wartime 
internment  of  Japanese 
Americans. 

In  1970,  offered  a  resolution 
to  the  Japanese  American 
Citizens  League  calling 
for  redress. 

Began  Asian  Studies  courses 
at  San  Francisco  State 
University. 

He  worked  on  the  Farewell 
to  Manzanar  television 
program. 


Personal 

Born:  Los  Angeles,  CA 

Spouse:  Rosalind  Uno 

Children:  Elizabeth  Ann, 
Rosanne 


Reflections 

"The  media  now  must  tell  the  truth  about  what  happened  in 
World  War  II.  Only  then  will  people  believe  and  understand 
the  wrong;  done  to  [apanese  Americans  in  1942." 

Edison  Uno 
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Thad  Brown 


1927-  1994 


San  Francisco's  first  African 
American  Tax  Collector 


Contributions 

First  African  American 
department  head  tor  the 
City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco. 

Served  44  years  as  an  em- 
ployee of  San  Francisco 
municipal  government. 

Served  as  a  Tuskegee  Airman 
in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  during 
World  War  II. 


Milestones 

Education:  B.A.,  from  San 
Francisco  State  University 
1950,  M.P.A.  from  Golden 
Gate  College  1965. 

Employment:  Hired  as 
Deputy  Recorder  of 
San  Francisco  in  1950. 

Appointed  San  Francisco 
Tax  Collector  in  1969, 
served  for  24  years. 


Personal 

Born:  Vickshurg,  MS 

Spouse:  Geri  Brown 

Children:  Janice  Avery, 
Gwen  Price, 
Jackie,  Gail, 
Kenneth,  Keith, 
Kevin 


Reflections 

Was  a  board  member  of  the  San  Francisco  Chapter  of  the 
National  Association  For  The  Advancement  Of  Colored 
People  (NAACP)  from  1962  -  63  when  it  was  involved  in 
the  largest  civil  rights  demonstrations  outside  the  South. 

In  his  honor  the  Ingleside  Presbyterian  Church  has  created 
the  Thad  Brown  Boys  Academy,  a  school  focusing  on  mastery 
in  mathematics. 
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Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr. 


1934 


Contributions 

Elected  to  the  California 
State  Assembly  in  1964 
to  represent  the 
Western  Addition. 

First  African  American  and 
longest  serving  Speaker  of 
the  California  Assembly. 

Mayor  o{  San  Francisco 
1995-2004. 


Personal 


Born:  Mineola,  Texas 

Spouse:   Blanche  Vitero 

Children:  Susan,  Michael, 

Elaine  Brown  Friedel 
Sydney  Minetta 


First  African  American  elected 
Speaker  of  the  California  State 
Assembly,  First  African  American 
elected  Mayor  of  San  Francisco 

Milestones 

Education:  B.A.  degree 
from  San  Francisco 
State  University,  1955 

J.D.,  Hastings  College 
of  Law,  1958. 

Employment:  Elected 
16  times  to  the  13th 
Assembly  District. 

Honors:  As  Mayor,  oversaw 
the  renovation  of  City  Hall, 
building  of  Pacific  Bell  Park 
and  construction  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  California  Mission 
Bay  campus  in  San  Francisco. 

Reflections 


"We  called  it  the  Fillmore,  and  we  absolutely  loved  it.  The 
Western  Addition  was  the  hottest  place  in  town  when  I 
arrived  in  San  Francisco;  the  heart  of  the  jazz  scene,  the 
coolest  neighborhood.  For  a  kid  from  Mineola,  Texas,  the 
Fillmore  was  like  heaven  on  earth.  I've  had  a  love  affair 
with  the  neighborhood  ever  since." 

Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr. 
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Terry  Francois 


1921  -  1989 


Contributions 

First  African  American 
member  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Board  of  Supervisors. 

Maintained  a  law  practice 
in  Western  Addition  for 
30  years. 

Partners  included  future 
Mayor  Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr. 

Named  to  State  Mental 
Retardation  Program 
Board  and  Standards 
Advisory  Board. 


Personal 

Born:  Louisiana 

Spouse:  Marian  Francois 

Children:  Wade,  Gary,  Bryan, 
Eric,  Carol 


First  African  American 

appointed  to  San  Francisco 

Board  of  Supervisors 

Milestones 

Education:  B.A., 
Xavier  University. 

M.A.,  Atlanta  University. 

J.D.  Hastings  College  of 
Law,  San  Francisco. 

Honors:  Terry  Francois 
Boulevard  in  San  Francisco's 
Mission  Bay  neighborhood 
named  in  his  honor. 

Reflections 

"I  lived  across  the  street  from  Mayor  Jack  Shelley.  Shelley  had  an 
opening  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  he  came  across  the 
street  and  said  he  wanted  to  appoint  a  Black  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  He  had  asked  (Dr.)  Arthur  Coleman,  but  he  wasn't 
interested.  I  suggested  Francois.  He  didn't  like  Francois.  He 
thought  he  was  too  militant.  I  said  he's  just  moving  about  to 
change  things  in  this  society.  So  he  advertised  that  he  was 
thinking  about  appointing  Francois  in  the  paper  and  a  couple 
of  others  to  see  if  there  would  be  any  strong  opposition.  Then 
Arthur  and  I  got  together  and  went  to  see  Shelley,  and  he  finally 
appointed  him.   Mostly  it  was  because  Arthur  pushed  him." 

Joseph  Williams,  Esq. 
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Ella  Hill  Hutch 


1924   -  1981 


First  African  American 
woman  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors 


Contributions 

In  1978,  first  African 
American  woman  elected 
to  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  to 
represent  the  Western 
Addition. 

Bay  Area  Rapid  Transit 
(BART)  Director  1974-1978. 


Milestones 

Employment:  Secretary, 
International  Longshore- 
men's and  Warehousemen's 
Union  (ILWU). 

Honors:  Ella  Hill  Hutch 
Community  Center  named 
in  her  honor,  1980. 

Golden-Gate  Business  and 
Women's  Club's  Woman 
of  the  Year. 


Personal 

Born:  Hollywood,  FL 


Reflections 

"What  was  going  on  was  that  there  was  a  whole  group  of  Black 
women  who  had  decided  that  there  was  too  much  male  domi- 
nation on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Doris  Ward  and  Belva 
Davis  were  among  those  who  felt  that  it  was  time  for  Black 
women  to  start  challenging  the  status  quo.  Ella  ran  for  BART 
Director  first,  and  then  ran  for  Supervisor." 

LeRoy  King 
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Willie  B,  Kennedy 


1923 


First  African  American  woman 

appointed  to  the  Redevelopment 

Agency  Commission 


Milestones 

Employment:  Sales  clerk 
at  Macy's. 

San  Francisco  Board 
of  Supervisors. 


Reflections 


Contributions 

Member  of  San  Francisco 
Human  Rights  and  Rede- 
velopment Commissions. 

Initially  appointed  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  to 
succeed  Ella  Hill-Hutch. 

Served  four  terms  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Director  of  the  Bay  Area 
Rapid  Transit  District 
(BART)  from  1996  to  2002. 

President  oi  the  BART 
Board  in  2001. 

National  Vice  President, 
National  Council  of 
Negro  Women. 

Personal 

Born:  Brownwood,  TX 

Spouse:  Judge  Joseph 
Kennedy 

Children:  Paulette 


"I  think  it  was  because  1  was  the  least  controversial  choice.  All 
anybody  knew  about  me  was  that  I  was  Judge  Joseph  P. 
Kennedy's  wife." 

On  her  accomplishments:  "We  did  a  study  and  found  that  of 
more  than  $900  million  in  city  contracts,  minorities,  not  Blacks, 
but  all  minorities,  were  only  getting  two  percent. 

"1  also  sponsored  the  strongest  Legislation  that  caused  this  city 
not  to  do  business  with  anybody  that  invested  in  South  Africa." 

Willie  B.  Kennedy 
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Walter  Scon 


929 


First  African  American  Executive 

Director  of  the  San  Francisco 

Housing  Authority 


Milestones 

Education:  B.A.  Degree 
from  San  Francisco  State 
University,  1961. 

Employment:  Deputy 
Executive  Director  and 
then  Executive  Director 
of  the  San  Francisco 
Housing  Authority. 


Contributions 

The  first  African  American 
Executive  Director  of  the 
San  Francisco  Housing 
Authority. 


Personal 

Born:  New  York,  NY 

Spouse:  Elda  Fountenot 

Children:  Walter,  Gregory, 
Adrian,  Valarie, 
Karen,  Arlene, 
Jennifer 


Reflections 

"History  repeats  itself.   Now  they  talk  ahout  faith-based  chari- 
ties, hut  in  the  1960s,  the  regional  administrators  for  HUD 
thought  that  the  Black  church  was  the  fabric  of  the  communi- 
ty and  that  it  could  keep  the  community  as  cohesive  as  possible 
as  the  mass  removal  was  taking  place.  It  the  churches  hadn't 
built  the  complexes,  the  Black  community  in  the  Western 
Addition  wouldn't  be  as  large  as  it  is." 

Walter  Scott 
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Doris  Ward,  Ed.D. 


Contributions 

First  African  American  woman 
elected  County  Assessor  in 
the  United  States. 

Past  President,  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Past  President,  San  Francisco 
Community  College  Board. 


First  African  American  woman 
elected  as  Tax  Assessor 


Milestones 

Education:  Ed.D,  University 
of  California,  Berkeley. 

Employment:  Supervisor 
oi  Human  Relations,  San 
Mateo  County  Schools. 


Personal 

Born:  Chicago,  IL 
Reared  in  Gary,  Indiana 

Spouse:  John  Preston  Ward 


Reflections 

"Willie  B.  Kennedy  and  I  went  to  Wilbur  Hamilton,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Redevelopment  Agency,  to  make  sure  that  the 
construction  companies  on  the  Fillmore  Center  allowed  our 
people  to  participate. 

"1  want  younger  people  to  have  pride  in  acquiring  workable 
skills  to  he  on  their  own.  The  best  person  is  a  person  having 
his  or  her  own.  Self-sufficiency  is  the  way  to  he  successful." 

Doris  Ward 
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Rev.  Booker  T.  Anderson 
Rev.  George  L.  Bedford,  Sr. 
Rev.  Hamilton  Boswell 
Rev.  E.  Leroy  Evans,  D.D. 
Rev.  Austell  Hall  4 

Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Hamilton  ] 
Dr.  Fredrick  Douglas.  Haines,  Sr. 
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Rev.  Booker  T.  Anderson 


1927-  1982 


Contributions 

West  Coast  representative 
of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
during  1950s. 

Pastor,  Jones  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  succeeding 
Rev.  Hamilton  Boswell. 

Former  Trustee,  San  Francisco 
Community  College  Board. 


Civil  Rights  Advocate 


Milestones 

Education:  B.A.,  San 
Francisco  State  University. 

Masters  Degree  in  Theology 
from  Boston  University. 

Employment:  Executive 

Director,  Joint  Strategy 
a\-\J  Action  Commission. 


Personal 

Born:  Humble,  TX 
Spouse:  Irma  Husbands 
Children:  Ahmad,  Wilbert 


Reflections 

"He  taught  me  a  lot  about  self-pride.  He  also  taught  me  never 
to  give  up.  Before  I  met  him,  I  had  given  up  on  some  things 
that  I  thought  were  too  much  tor  me  to  handle.  But  the  most 
important  thing  he  taught  me  was  to  never  say  no." 

Ray  Hodge 
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Rev.  George  L.  Bedford,  Sr. 


1912-1993 


Pastor,  Macedonia  Baptist  Church, 
Founded  Banneker  Homes 


Milestones 

Education:  B.S.,  Theology, 
Con  roe  College. 

B.S.  Theology,  Providence 
Baptist  Institute. 


Contributions 

Key  leader  of  the  church  labor 
movement  between  Western 
Addition  ministers,  the 
International  Longshoremen's 
and  Warehousemen's  Union 
(ILWU)  and  the  Brotherhood 
of  Sleeping  Car  Porters. 

Pastor  of  Macedonia 
Missionary  Baptist 
Church  for  three  decades. 

Under  his  leadership, 
Macedonia  sponsored 
construction  of  the 
Benjamin  Banneker 
Homes  in  the  Western 
Addition. 

Member,  San  Francisco 
Human  Rights  Commission. 


Personal 

Born:  Hallettsville,  TX 

Spouse:  Estelle  Bedford 

Children:  Rev.  George  L. 
Bedford,  Jr. 


Reflections 

"Rev.  Bedford  was  wry  active  with  us  and  was  wry  concerned 
about  Banneker  Homes  and  that  Blacks  would  have  a  place  to 
live.  He  was  the  beginning  oi  Banneker  Homes." 


Estella  Baker  (His  Long-Time  Assistant) 
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Rev.  Hamilton  T.  Boswell 


914 


Civil  Rights  Advocate. 
Pastor  Jones  Methodist  Church, 
Founded  Jones  Memorial  Homes 


Milestones 

Employment:  Pastor,  Jones 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  1947-72. 

Superintendent,  United 
Methodist  District. 

Chaplain,  California 
Assembly. 

Commissioner,  San  Francisco 
Housing  Authority. 


Contributions 

Served  25  years  as  pastor 
of  Jones  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mentored  many  political 
leaders,  most  notably 
Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr., 
whom  he  hired  as 
church  youth  director  in 
1951  to  support  his 
college  studies. 

Under  his  leadership,  Jones 
Methodist  sponsored  the 
construction  of  186  units 
of  senior  housing. 


Personal 

Born:  Dallas,  TX 

Spouse:  Eleanor  Boswell 

Children:  Jeri  Lynn, 

Eleanor  Louise 


Reflections 

"One  of  the  best  things  we  ever  did  was  when  the  Black  church 
and  Black  labor  came  together.  We  gave  thousands  of  dollars  to 
Martin  Luther  King  when  he  was  in  the  situation  in  the  South. 
Rev.  Turner,  Rev.  Bedford  and  all  of  us  worked  together.  The 
White  power  structure  trembled  in  their  boots  when  the  Black 
church  and  the  Black  unions-the  ILWU,  the  Sleeping  Car 
Porters~and  all  those  people  came  together." 

Rev.  Boswell 
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Rev.  E.  Leroy  Evans,  Jr.,  D.D. 


1 904  -  1 985 


PASTOR 

First  Friendship 

Institutional  Baptist  Church, 

Founded  Friendship  Village 

Milestones 

Education:  Conroe 
College,  TX. 

Union  Theological  Seminary, 
Montgomery,  AL. 

Moody  Bible  Institute, 
Chicago,  IL. 


Contributions 

Founded  First  Friendship 
Institutional  Baptist  Church 
at  O'Farrell  and  Octavia 
Streets  in  a  storefront  building 
on  August  18,  1946  and 
served  39  years  as  pastor 
(The  church  is  currently 
located  at  501  Steiner  Street), 
after  being  displaced  by 
redevelopment  activities. 

Under  his  leadership,  Friend- 
ship sponsored  construction 
of  the  158-unit  Friendship 
Village  in  1973. 

Served  as  Sunday  school 
columnist  for  The  Sun 
Reporter  newspaper. 

Founded  an  extension  school 
for  Conroe  Normal  and 
Industrial  College,  Conroe, 
Texas  at  his  San  Francisco 
church,  known  as  Conroe 
College's  Bay  Area  Theological 
Extension  School. 


Reflections 


Personal 

Born:  New  Waverly,  TX 

Spouse:  Ernestine  Evans 

Children:  Gladys,  Hazel, 

Johnnie,  Mildred 


"In  the  early  part  of  1959  we  received  a  letter  from  the  City  of 
San  Francisco  saying  that  it  needed  our  present  property  for 
redevelopment  purposes.   This  news  came  to  us  as  a  shock  and 
many  went  to  the  Pastor  and  asked  what  we  should  do.  The 
answer  was,  'the  God  in  whom  we  serve  is  still  alive  today.' 
Therefore,  we  purchased  a  church  site  at  Oak  and  Steiner." 

Rev.  E.  Leroy  Evans 
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Rev.  Austell  Hall 


1915-1990 


Pastor  of  Bethel  AME  Church, 

founded 

Freedom  West  Homes 


Contributions 

Pastor  of  Bethel  A.M.E. 
Church  (1958-1972). 

Rev.  Hall  led  Bethel  sponsored 
construction  of  Freedom  West, 
Freedom  West  II  Homes,  and 
Fellowship  Manor,  488  units 
of  family  and  senior  housing. 

San  Francisco  Police  Depart- 
ment Commissioner. 


Milestones 

Education:  Graduate, 
Morehouse  College,  and 
Payne  Theological  Seminary 
Wilherforce  University. 

Employment:  President, 
Bay  Area  Urban  League. 


Personal 

Born:  Talladega,  AL 
Spouse:  Helen  Hall 


Reflection 

Dr.  Hall  extended  himself,  over  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty. 
He  was  a  friend  to  his  parishioners,  young  and  old.  He  was 
available  to  the  senior  citizens,  widows  and  other  members  in 
need  of  whatever  service  he  could  provide. 

From  funereal  program 
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Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Hamilton 


931 


First  African  American  Executive 

Director  of  the  San  Francisco 

Redevelopment  Agency 

Milestones 

Education:  A.A.,  San 
Francisco  City  College. 

B.A.,  Social  Sciences 
Simpson  College. 

M.B.A.,  Golden  Gate 
University. 

Doctor  of  Divinity, 
Simpson  College. 

Employment:  First  African 
American  Executive  Director 
of  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency. 


Contributions 

Fighter  pilot  in  Korean  War. 

Responsible  for  managing 
and  directing  a  $2.5  billion 
urban  revitalization  program. 

As  Bishop  and  Prelate  of 
the  California  Northwest 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Church 
of  God  in  Christ,  he  presides 
over  106  churches. 

Helped  integrate  clerk's  jobs 
on  waterfront  for  the  Inter- 
national Longshoremen's  and 
Warehousemen's  Union. 


Personal 

Born:  San  Antonio,  TX 
Spouse:  Joy  Hamilton 
Children:  Helena 


Reflections 

"Wilbur  was  first  on  the  Redevelopment  Agency  Commission, 
then  he  was  the  secretary  to  the  Commission.  Then  he  just 
moved  up  and  became  the  Executive  Director  and  was  the 
most  effective  and  the  best  we  ever  had." 


Rev.  Arnold  Townsend 
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Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  Douglas  Haynes,  Sr. 


1899   -  1971 


Pastor  of  Third  Baptist  Church, 

Founded  Fredrick  Douglas 

Haynes  Apartments 

Milestones 

Honors:  Hosted  top  inter- 
national human  rights 
advocates  such  as  W.E.B. 
DuBois,  Paul  Robeson  and 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

Appointed  by  Mayor  George 
Christopher  to  San  Francisco 
Library  Commission. 

Honorary  Doctorates: 
Providence  Theological 
Seminary. 

Bishop  College,  Dallas,  TX. 

Reflections 

"It  was  a  large  church  with  2,000  to  3,000~but  if  you  had  a 
problem  you  could  talk  to  him,  which  I  did,  and  I  had  a 
problem  in  my  past,  which  he  took  care  of. 

"He  helped  a  lot  of  people  get  out  of  jail  and   helped  a  lot  of 
churches  to  get  started  and  a  lot  of  pastors." 

Emmitt  Powell  on  his  first  visit  to  the  church  in  1955 


Contributions 

As  pastor  of  Third  Baptist 
Church,  he  transformed 
the  congregation  of  the 
oldest  Black  Baptist  Church 
west  of  the  Mississippi 
River  from  a  tew  hundred 
to  more  than  3,000  by  the 
1950s,  when  he  moved  the 
church  from  Hyde  Street 
on  Nob  Hill  to  1399 
McAllister  Street. 

He  was  the  first  Black  can- 
didate for  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  in  1947. 

Under  his  leadership,  Third 
Baptist  sponsored  the  con- 
struction of  the  104  unit  F.D. 
Haynes  Gardens  apartments. 

Personal 

Born:  Talbot,  West  Virginia 

Spouse:  Annette  Jordan 

Charlie  Mae  Haynes 

Children:  Frederick,  Jr., 

Simeon  Harvey, 
Sharon  Blanche, 
Douglass 
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Thomas  Nathaniel  Burbridge,  M.D. 


1921    -  1972 


Civil  Rights  advocate  jailed  for 

Auto  Row  sit-ins.  Pardoned  by 

Governor  Pat  Brown 


Milestones 

Education:  Honors  graduate, 
Talladega  College. 

Assigned  to  University  of 
California,  San  Francisco 
by  the  Navy  and  received 
M.D.  in  1948. 

Received  Ph.D  from  UCSF 
in  Pharmacology 

Employment:  U.S.  Navy, 
WWII. 

Honors:  Thomas  N. 
Burbridge  Award,  UCSF. 

Reflections 

"Burbridge's  research  focused  on  the  pharmacology  of  alcohol  and  the  use 
of  marijuana  for  medicinal  purposes.  Former  Gov.  Edmund  G.  Brown,  Sr. 
pardoned  Dr.  Burbridge  from  having  to  serve  a  nine-month  sentence  for 
an  arrest  during  the  auto  row  sit-ins." 

"He  was  one  of  the  few  militant  heads  of  a  NAACP  branch  in  the  US.  He 
supported  mass  struggles,  demonstrations  for  jobs  for  improving  the  lives 
of  black  people  and  people  of  color.  He  did  it  at  considerable  loss  to  his 
own  profession.  He  could  have  been  doing  research  in  his  field,  but  he 
made  a  lot  of  sacrifices.''  Dr.  Oba  T'Shaka 


Contributions 

Led  1964  sit-ins  against  hotels 
and  auto  dealers  to  end  job 
discrimination.  He  was  jailed 
for  30  days  before  pardoned 
by  Governor  E.G.  Brown. 

Served  as  President  of  the 
San  Francisco  NAACP 

Organized  the  school  of 
medicine  at  the  University 
of  Indonesia. 

Joined  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, San  Francisco 
faculty  in  1956. 

First  African  American 
graduate  of  University  of 
California,  San  Francisco. 

Personal 

Born:  New  Orleans,  LA 

Spouse:  Yvonne  Burbridge 

Children:  Nat,  Jr.,  Lynn, 
Terry,  Nancy, 
Leigh 
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Daniel  Collins,  D.D.S 


916 


Founded  San  Francisco  Chapter 
of  the  Urban  League 

Milestones 

Education:  Payne  College,  B.S. 

Meharry  Dental  School,  D.D.S. 

Received  fellowship  in  1942  to 
University  of  California,  San 
Francisco,  awarded  M.S.D. 

Employment:  Faculty  member 
at  University  of  California, 
San  Francisco  (UCSF)  School 
of  Dentistry. 

Honors:  Named  to  the  Public 
Health  and  State  Board  of 

Education. 

Guggenheim  Fellowship  in 
Pediatrics. 

Director  Emeritus  of  Golden 
Gate  University. 


Contributions 

In  1945,   Dr.  Collins  and 
Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett, 
financed   the  operations 
oi  the  Sun  Newspaper 
which  acquired  The  Reporter 
to  create  The  Sun  Reporter. 

Founded  the  Bay  Area  Urban 
League  and  became  a  board 
member  of  the  National 
Urban  League. 

Board  Chairman  of  the 
Booker  T.  Washington 
Community  Center. 


Personal 

Born:  Darlington,  S.C. 

Spouse:  DeReth  Collins 

Children:  Charles,  Edward, 
Daniel,  Craig 


Reflections 

"He  worked  on  dental  pathology  at  (UCSF)  and  long  before 
esthetics  became  popular,  be  was  in  that  arena.    Esthetics 
relates  to  the  way  you  smile,  not  just  the  filling  but  giving  it 
the  proper  color  and  contour." 

Dr.  Ceasar  Churchwel 
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Carlton  B.  Goodlett,  M.D.,  Ph.D. 


1913-1995 


Physician  &  Publisher, 
First  African  American  Awarded 

Ph.D.  in  Psychology  from 
University  of  California,  Berkeley 

Milestones 

Education:  M.D.,  Meharry 
Medical  College. 

Ph. I"),  in  Psychology,  University 
of  California,  Berkeley. 

Honors:  Black  Press 
Hall  of  Fame. 

1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett 

Place,  the  address  of  San 
Francisco's  City  Hall,  was 
named  in  his  honor. 


Contributions 

Operated  a  medical  practice 
in  the  Western  Addition 
tor  50  years. 

Co-founded  and  published 
The  Sun  Reporter  newspaper. 

President,  San  Francisco 
NAACP  1946. 

Democratic  candidate  for 
governor  in  1966. 

President,  National  Newspaper 
Publishers  Association  (NNPA). 


Personal 

Born:  Chipley,  FL 

Children:  Gary  Goodlett,  M\D. 


Reflections 

"Carl  came  into  town  kicking  ass  and  never  stopped. 
Goodlett  never  stopped  making  house  calls.    He  became  a  doctor 
because  bis  mother  came  down  with  pneumonia  when  he  was 
eight  and  none  of  the  three  Black  doctors  in  Omaha,  Nebraska 
made  bouse  calls.  He  is  reported  to  have  told  her  'Momma,  the 
one  thing  I'll  promise  you  if  I'm  a  doctor,  no,  WHEN  I'm  a 
doctor,  I'll  never  refuse  to  go  see  a  patient  in  his  home  and  I'll 
never  ask  it  he  has  the  money  to  pay'." 

Thomas  Fleming 
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ZlJRETTI  GOOSBY,  D.D.S. 


1 923  -  2000 


Contributions 

President,  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Education. 

Member,  the  Airport,  Human 
Rights  and  War  Memorial 
Commissions. 

Maintained  a  dental  practice 
in  Western  Addition  for 
40  years. 


Civil  Rights  Advocate 


Milestones 

Education:  Graduate, 
University  of  California, 
Berkeley. 

D.D.S.,  University  of 
California,  San  Francisco. 

Employment:  Lt.,  U.S.  Army, 
World  War  II. 


Personal 

Born:  Oakland,  CA 

Spouse:  Jackieline  Goosby 

Children:  Zuretti,  Jr.,  Kevin, 
Eric  Goosby,  M.D. 


Reflections 

"Dr.  Goosby  was  one  of  our  pioneers.  He  was  one  of  our 
leaders  and  he  served  on  the  Airport  Commission.  He 
looked  out  for  lis.  Although  he  was  a  dentist,  he  looked 
out  for  our  jobs  and  opportunities  for  Blacks  who  wanted 
to  get  involved  in  business." 

Ceasar  Churchwell,  DDS 

"He  was  involved  in  the  Black  Leadership  Forum  and  the 
NAACP  and  everything  we  were  trying  to  do." 


Joseph  Williams,  Esq. 
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William  McKinley  Thomas,  M.D. 


1 904  -  1 958 


First  African  American 
appointed  to  the  San  Francisco 
Housing  Authority  Commisssion 


Milestones 

Education:  Graduate, 
Meharry  Medical  College. 

Employment:  Practicing 
physician  in  the  Western 
Addition. 


Contributions 

First  African  American 
appointed  to  the  San 

Francisco  Housing 
Authority,  1946. 

First  Black  physician 
named  a  Major  in  the 
U.S.  Army. 

Co-Founder  of  Transbay 
Federal  Savings  and  Loan. 

Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  National 
Medical  Association. 

Member  of  the  State 
Alcoholic  Rehabili- 
tation Commission. 

Personal 

Children:  William  McKinley 
Thomas,  Jr. 
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The  Togasaki  Family 


XI 

*2fl 

Togasaki  Family 


Milestones 

Education:  Dr.  Yoshiye 

rogasaki  became  the  first 
Japanese  American  student 
to  graduate  from  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  School 
of  Medicine  in  1935. 

Employment:  In  1942,  Dr. 
Togasaki  left  her  residency 
in  Los  Angeles  to  be  on  the 
medical  staff  at  the  Man- 
zanar  internment  camp 
at  Manzanar. 

Dr.  Kazue  was  an  obstetrician 
in  Japantown  before  and 
after  WW  II. 


Contributions 

Family  was  a  beacon  tor  Japanese 
immigrants  coming  into  the 
United  States,  beginning  in 

the  1880s. 

Son,  George,  was  part  of  the  San 
Francisco  school  segregation 
incident,  which  resulted  in 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt's 
intervention  and  the  Gentlemen's 
Agreement  restricting  Japanese 
immigration. 

Of  the  nine  children,  three 
became  nurses  and  three 
became  medical  doctors. 

Personal 

Born:  Japan  and  San 
Francisco,  CA 

Children:  George  Kiyoshi, 

Susumu, 

Shinobu, 
Kazue,  M.D.,  Teru,  M.D., 
Yoshiye,  M.D.,  Yaye,  M.D., 
Mitsuye,  RN,  Chiye,  RN 


Reflections 

"We  established  the  medical  unit  quickly  because  we  knew  we 
were  going  to  need  it.  In  two  or  three  weeks,  the  convoys  started 
coming  in  with  huge  numbers  of  people,  hundreds,  maybe 
even  a  thousand. 

"The  maximum  number  of  people  expected  at  Manzanar  was 
ten  thousand." 

Dr.  Yoshiye  Togasaki 
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